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Grave Affair, continued on page 2

While in London, the RevÕd Stephen 
Craft and his wife Martha, along with 
friends Rick and Linda Schroder, at-
tended an Evensong in celebration 
of Charles WesleyÕs 300th birthday.  
The service was held at Westminster 
Abby on October 2 and the preacher 
was the Archbishop of Canterbury 
Rowan Williams.

After the service, as Craft and his 
companions were leaving, they had 
an opportunity to introduce them-
selves to the Archbishop.  Craft and 
his wife thanked the Archbishop for 
what he did for the bishop and Dio-
cese of Louisiana during his visit to 
New Orleans in September.

ÒWhile we were in awe of the service 
we had just attended, Archbishop 
Williams said the event at the con-
vention center in New Orleans was 
one of the most incredible services 
he had ever been to,Ó Craft said. ÒIt 
was amazing to hear the Archbishop 
preach two weeks in a row, but to be 
able to meet our spiritual leader was 
truly the highlight of our trip!Ó

Craft Meets 

Archbishop of 

Canterbury

St. AlbanÕs Chapel on the LSU cam-
pus, along with the choirs of St. 
AugustineÕs and St. MichaelÕs in 
Baton Rouge, will present an annual 
Advent Choral Evensong on December 
2 at 4 p.m.

The event features choral music of 
many different types and cultural periods, 
from Taize to Mendelssohn to con-
temporary composers. Plainch-ant, 
in the Anglican tradition, frames the 
service. 

Featured this year is the music of 

Minnesota contemporary composer 
John Ferguson, written for a capella 
choir and solo violist.
The RevÕd Robert Odom of St. 

James is the ofÞciant for the Even-
song;   LSU student Jerry Varona is 
the solo violist.  
Selected guest artists from St. 

LukeÕs Episcopal Church and Uni-
versity United Methodist Church add 
their talents to the roster. 

A reception follows the event, which 
is free to the public. 

Choral Evensong at St. Alban’s

By Dick Lovegrove

He was the Þrst bishop of the Dio-
cese of Louisiana. She was the Þrst 
female missionary to a foreign land 
from the Diocese of Louisiana.   Both 
were present in the historic cemetery 
at St. JohnÕs, Thibodaux, recently.

The second annual ÒA Grave AffairÓ 
brought those two famous people 
and three others ÒaliveÓ to guests as 
part of the event to raise money for 
the maintenance and upkeep of the 
cemetery, which is on the National 
Register of Historic Places.

The Rt. RevÕd Leonidas Polk is as-
sociated with the cemetery by virtue 
of founding St. JohnÕs in 1843, and 
Georgiana Suthon spent more than 
30 years in Japan as a missionary. 
She is buried in the cemetery at St. 
JohnÕs, as are the other three nota-
bles that evening -- Francis T. Nich-
olls, former governor of Louisiana 
and Confederate general; Silas T. 
Grisamore, former Thibodaux mayor 
and newspaper editor; and Frank 
Hoffman, livery stable owner. The 
Þve regaled audiences with stories of 
their lives and their careers.

“A Grave Affair” at St. John’s

The Rt. RevÕd Leonidas Polk and Georgiana Suthon, missionary to Japan, reminisce about 
their lives in the Diocese of Louisiana prior to ÒA Grave AffairÓ in the historic cemetery of St. 
JohnÕs, Thibodaux.  
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God willing
The Rt. RevÕd Charles Edward 

Jenkins, III
The Tenth Bishop of the Diocese of 

Louisiana
will ordain

Elaine Gant Clements
Daniel Mark Hudson

Joyce L. Eskamire-Jackson
Charmaine Mouton Kathmann

Priscilla Guderian Maumus
to the Sacred Order of Deacons
in ChristÕs One Holy Catholic and 

Apostolic Church
On the Feast of Nicholas Ferrar, 

Deacon
Saturday, December 1, 2007

Ten oÕclock in the Morning
Christ Church Cathedral
2919 St. Charles Avenue
New Orleans, Louisiana

Your presence and your prayers are 
requested.

Clergy: Red Stoles                           
Reception to Follow

Ordinations Saturday



By Buddy Hancock

St. Francis Episcopal Church, 
Denham Springs, will welcome Bishop 
Michael Smith of North Dakota on 
Sunday, December 2, 2007. Bishop 
Smith is assisting Bishop Charles 
Jenkins in a number of ways as the 
Diocese of Louisiana continues to 
put extra effort into recovery from 
Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans and 
the coastal areas hardest hit by the 
storm.  

At St. Francis, Smith will preside at 
a festive worship service and pre-
side over Baptism, ConÞrmation, 
and Reception of new members 
into the Church.  The service which 
begins at 10:30 a.m. is open to the 
public.

The Rt. RevÕd Michael G. Smith is 
the eleventh bishop of North Dakota. 

Bishop Smith to 

Visit St. Francis, 

Denham Springs

Mount Olivet will hold its Þfth an-
nual Advent Vespers in French on 
Sunday, December 9 at 5 p.m.
Retired Archdeacon Ordmonde 

Plater will be chanting the Gos-
pel in French.  The bulletin will 
be printed in both English and 
French so everyone can follow 
along.
The Joie et Lumi•re, Cantique 

de Marie and Cantique de Sim-
eon were composed for us by Al-
binas Prizgintas of Trinity Church 
New Orleans when we Þrst of-
fered this service to celebrate 
the bicentennial of the Louisiana 
Purchase back in 2003.
A festive reception will follow.

Annual Advent Vespers 

at Mount Olivet

By Leslie Bahn

On Sunday, October 7, 2007, St. MartinÕs Episcopal School took part in the 
Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure.  Members of the St. MartinÕs community 
were evident everywhere: singing the National Anthem, working the registra-
tion table, manning the water truck, working the KidsÕ Tent, working the ÒI am 
the CureÓ tent, cheering on the survivors and the race participants, even pick-
ing up trash. Even though St. MartinÕs was the smallest school participating 
as a team, they won a plaque for having the ÒLargest School Team.Ó

St. Martin’s Students Race for the Cure

(Left): St. MartinÕs Sixth grad-
ers in front of the KidsÕ Tent 
that is run by St.MartinÕs 
Middle School students with 
help from a Brown Founda-
tion Service Learning Grant.

(Pictured l to r):  Trey Melker, his wife Clino Melker and cook Dan Faulk.

Parishioners of St. LukeÕs, Baton Rouge, cooked and assembled food for 
135 complete Thanksgiving meals to deliver to those in need.

Deacon Reese Wiggins coordinated the event.  St. LukeÕs members brought 
warm, carved turkeys, sweet potatoes, green beans and dressing for the 
meals and assembeld them on Thanksgiving morning after the morning service.

[photo by Deacon Reese Wiggins]

St. Luke’s, Baton Rouge, Prepares 

Thanksgiving Meals for Needy

Grave Affair, continued from page 1

The event also featured a variety of live music in the church and a wide 
range of food in the parish hall. All proceeds went to the cemetery, thanks to 
Capital One, which underwrote ÒA Grave AffairÓ for the second year. 

The famous Þgures were portrayed by members of St. JohnÕs and the com-
munity of Thibodaux Ð Fred Sollars, Bp. Polk; Julie Green, Georgiana Su-
thon; Bobby Marcello, Silas Grisamore; Robert Utley, Francis T. Nicholls; and 
Ted Hoffman, Frank Hoffman. Bruce Jenkins served as cemetery guide. The 
event was sponsored by St. JohnÕs Historic Cemetery Association, and Mur-
ray Dennis was its chair.

Bishop Smith
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