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By Mary Frances Schjonberg, 

Episcopal News Service

[Episcopal News Service] Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams suggested 
September 20 during an ecumenical ser-
vice at the Ernest N. Morial Convention 
Center that New Orleans’ recovery could 
remake the city into God’s image of the 
holy city. 
“What makes a great, godly city is that it 

is a safe place for older people to sit and 
children to play in the streets,” he said, 
adding that few people live in that kind of 
city anywhere in the world today.
Earlier in the day, Williams visited the 

site of a former Walgreens drugstore in 
the lower Ninth Ward to bless what will 
become the new home of the Church of 
All Souls, founded in New Orleans’ lower 
Ninth after Hurricane Katrina and the 
ensuing flood devastated the neighbor-
hood. The Episcopal Diocese of Loui-
siana helped to plant the church at the 
invitation of the neighborhood. 
Williams said that, like the rainbow was 

a promise of God’s everlasting presence 
after the Flood, the All Souls effort is a 
sign that “God hasn’t gone away and 
God’s people haven’t gone away.” 
Convention center service features 

hymns, jazz

The September 20 service, titled 
“Humanity -- Renewed, Restored and 

Re-Centered in God,” was sponsored by 
the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana. 
In addition to Williams, participants in-
cluded Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori; Louisiana Bishop Charles Jenkins; 
Mississippi Bishop Duncan Gray III; Elder 
John Pierre, pastor of Living Witness 
Church of God in Christ; and Bishop J. 
Douglas Wiley of the Life Center Full Gospel 
Baptist Church. 
The evening prayer service took a distinct 

New Orleanian flavor when jazz trum-
peter Irvin Mayfield and the three other 
members of his quartet played a melody 
of songs typically used in the city’s signa-
ture jazz funeral processions. Members 
of the evening’s congregation danced 
along the hall’s aisles, waving handker-
chiefs and orders of service as the four 
played and improvised around “Just a 
Closer Walk With Thee,” “I’ll Fly Away,” 
and “When the Saint Go Marching In.” 
As the jazz died away and Jenkins 

turned to Williams for the blessing, he 
said, “I told the archbishop that the only 
thing Elizabethan about this service to-
night would be him.” 

Williams visits lower Ninth Ward

The Ninth Ward is the largest of New 
Orleans’ 17 wards and runs along the 
easternmost downriver portion of the city. 
Located downriver from the Industrial 
Canal, the lower Ninth was known for its 

Archbishop of Canterbury 
Visits New Orleans

Visit, continued on p. 2

The Downtown Deanery of New Or-
leans hosted “Ruin to Renewal: A Cre-
ole Evensong” on Friday, September 21 
to commemorate the spiritual and physi-
cal renewal of churches in New Orleans 
following Hurricane Katrina. 

The event was held in French, Spanish 
and English and featured jazz, gospel, 
and other native music.   The evening 
worship was meant to highlight the cul-
tural diversity of New Orleans.

The sanctuary of Grace Episcopal 
Church, Canal Street was at capacity 
for this event.  A reception was held af-
terward in Parish Hall and those in at-
tendance enjoyed plenty of food and 
music.

Creole Evensong Highlights 
New Orleans Diversity

(Top-Above):  Procession into Grace 
Episcopal Church for Creole Evensong.
(Top- Below):  A Drum Circle was used in 
place of Suffrages.  This is a therapy common 
in tribal communities. 
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high level of homes owned by working-
class African Americans. The lower Ninth 
received between four to 20 feet of flood-
water following Katrina. Hurricane Rita’s 
storm surge flooded the lower Ninth 
again a month later. 

Arriving after an all-day session with the 
House of Bishops at the Intercontinental 
Hotel in downtown New Orleans, Williams 
visited one of two mobile respite care 
units that had made their routine stop in 
the parking lot of the former Walgreens. 
He also briefly toured the inside of the 
building before speaking to the members 
of All Souls and other neighborhood resi-
dents. 

He blessed the congregation with holy 
water and incense, and he and Jenkins 
signed a large placard which proclaimed 
that blessing. 

Williams said that the planting of All 
Souls showed that “when other people 
are running away, we as Christians ought 
not to run away; we ought to be there.”

He called the church plant “a new shoot 
of life in the body of Christ.” 

“I want you to know that the Anglican 
church worldwide knows about you, 
cares about you, prays for you and we 
won’t leave you alone,” he said. 

Williams spent a considerable amount 
of time talking with neighborhood chil-
dren and young people, asking them 

about their experiences during and since 
Katrina. 

The Diocese of Louisiana and the 
Church of the Annunciation in New Orleans 
launched the Church of All Souls as a 
mission station to minister to the many 
working-class families who are trying to 
return to their homes. 
Jenkins September 20 called the invita-

tion to plant the church “a sign of hope for 
us” and said he prayed that the church 
“will be a sign of hope for the people liv-
ing here.” 
The Rev. Shola Falodun, an Anglican 

priest from Nigeria who moved to the 
United States to be a missionary to African 
Anglicans, began assisting with the relief 
work in the diocese immediately after the 
hurricane. 
Falodun proposed planting a church 

and received the diocese’s blessing 
to start All Soul’s. Falodun has said he 
chose the name to honor the new souls 
who will be coming to worship and those 
souls who were lost in Katrina’s waters. 
When it began, the church was housed 
in the garage of a parishioner during a 
time when few homes on the street were 
occupied. The congregation now rents 
space at a nearby Baptist church. 
“If we are here, we are a light to the 

world,” he told reporters September 20, 
adding that the light of Christ could ban-
ish the darkness felt in the neighborhood 
since Katrina and her aftermath. 

Visit, continued from p. 1

Cathedral Dean David duPlantier, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, Irvin Mayfield 
and Bishop Charles Jenkins prepare for Sunday service at Christ Church Cathedral, New 
Orleans.

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori celebrated and preached at the Eucharist 
on Sunday, September 23 at Christ Church Cathedral.
Bishops from around the country attended the service.
The service included a blessing of the Elysian Trumpet, a hand-constructed trum-

pet designed by David Monette.  The trumpet was dedicated to the memory of Irvin 
Mayfield Sr. and all victims of Hurricane Katrina.  Jefferts Schori said she hoped the 
trumpet would be used to “proclaim life, to sing of grief and to claim the ultimate vic-
tory of life over death.”
The Eucharist also celebrated the life of Philander Chase, the founder of Christ 

Church Cathedral in 1805.

Presiding Bishop Preaches at
Christ Church Cathedral

General Gifts (to be divided 
equally between the Diocese of 
Louisiana and MIssissippi): 

$ 495,759.71
  
Gifts designated specifically for 
Louisiana:

$11,000.00
Gift from the Diocese of Flordia 
designated specifically to St. 
Patricks, Long Beach, MS

$422,784.34    

Gifts Collected at 
Ecumenical Service

Submitted by Harriet Murrell

The Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana 
would like to thank all the volunteers 
who helped make Thursday’s Ecumenical 
Service and Saturday’s Day of Service 
a success.
Volunteers, you made both days per-

sonal and special.  Thank you!
Many of our guests have spoken about 

the heartwarming hospitality they ex-
perienced during their stay.  Volunteers 
were mentioned specifically.
The most obvious use of volunteers 

was Thursday evening, but volunteers 
were involved in many tasks, from stuff-
ing gift bags for the guests, to being bus 
hosts. Well over 100 volunteers worked 
during the visit.
The preparation for and the execution 

of the Ecumenical Service required over 
75 men and women, the kind of people 
who say, “ What else do you need?” 
Special thanks to members of Trinity, 
New Orleans and St. Augustine and St. 
Martin’s, Metairie.

Thank You Volunteers!

Submitted by the RevÕd Robert Odom

Thank you to the following vendors 
who provided items for gift bags for 
the House of Bishops meeting in 
New Orleans:

Community Coffee

Zapp’s Potato Chips

Tabasco Pepper Sauce

Tony Chachere’s Creole Seasoning

All Saints, River Ridge for La Bonne 
de Cuisine cookbook.

Thank You Vendors!


